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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1 - 1 1 are pending in the application. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to the claims have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 
the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 
the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 
were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 
under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 
not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 
consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) 
prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 
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5. Claims 1 - 11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over U.S. Statutory Invention Registration No. H1,898 to Doughty et al. 
[hereinafter Doughty, cited in the previous office action] in view of U.S. Patent 
NO. 6,151,390 to Volftsun et al. [hereinafter Volftsun]. 

6. As to claim 1 , Doughty teaches the invention substantially as claimed including a 
method for operating a terminal unit [terminals 54; col, 7, lines 7 - 17] in an exchange 
[telecommunications switch 12; col. 7, lines 7-17] comprising: 

performing signaling for a first subscriber [call processor 49 provides other 
elements that take part in processing calls directed to, or initiated by, the subscriber 
units 22; col. 6, lines 27 - 38] during execution of a first application program [signal 
processing modules 48; col. 4, lines 57 - 67] by a processor [processor; col. 4, lines 39 
- 49] included in the terminal unit wherein 

call processing between the first subscriber and a second subscriber is carried 
out during execution of a second application program [call processor 49 includes a call 
processing application that provides various call processing and signaling functions, 
such as call origination and termination functions, as well as location updating and 
handover of mobile subscribers; col. 6, lines 27 - 39 and col. 8, lines 50 - 61], 

transferring signaling data, generated during signaling, at a message interface 
are transferred to the second application program [Each signaling interface module may 
controllably receive signaling data from and transfer signaling data to the transmission 
link 26; col. 1 1 . lines 15-29] by using an operating system [switching module 42 runs a 
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suitable operating system such as pSOS+; col 4, lines 38 - 49] for controlling the flow 
of the application programs [col. 8, lines 37 - 49], and 

transferring call data, generated during call processing, at the message interface 
to the first application program by using the operating system [the call processor system 
49 configures the switching module 42, the telephony support module 44, the interface 
modules 46, and the signal processing modules 48 to process the call data; col. 7, lines 
35 - 45]. 

Although Doughty teaches the invention substantially. Doughty does not 
specifically teach the exchange between the first and second application programs 
occurs by means of a connection program, such that one of the application programs 
cooperates with the other application program to provide various protocols of one or 
both of the application programs. 

However, Volftsun teaches exchanges [Private Branch Exchange; col. 5, line 45 
" col. 6, line 29] with network terminals [Network Nodes; col. 7, lines 20 - 32], the 
exchange between the first and second application programs occurs by means of a 
connection program [UPC 100 is comprised of four major software architectural 
elements--a Protocol Conversion Engine 300; col. 7, lines 20 - 32], such that one of the 
application programs [Protocol Conversion Engine 300 and the individual I/O Channel 
Controllers 312 that provide communication with the interconnected Network Nodes, 
Customer Premises Equipment, and/or External Applications; col. 7, line 56 - col. 8, line 
1 1] cooperates with the other application program to provide various protocols [Protocol 
Adapters 510, 512, 514, 516 and 518, each of which supports a unique protocol or 
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protocol family; col. 10, lines 1 - 29] of one or both of the application programs [col. 8, 
lines 11 -48]. 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine the teachings of Volftsun and Doughty because 
Volftsun's teachings allow translation between heterogeneous signaling systems to 
provide fast, accurate connections in a reliable telephony service [col. 5, line 45 - 52 of 
Volftsun] and accommodates intenvorking of all network protocols and provides a set of 
flexible user tools to remotely define, map, alter and logically convert between any 
combination of multiple protocol stacks [col. 56, lines 10-25 of Volftsun]. 

7. As to claim 2, Doughty as modified by Volftsun teaches a method for operating 
terminal unit [temninals 54; col. 7, lines 7 - 17 of Doughty] in an exchange 
[telecommunications switch 12; col. 7, lines 7 - 17 of Doughty] comprising: 

performing signaling with aid of a further exchange by a processor [processor; 
col. 4, lines 39 - 49 of Doughty] included in the terminal unit during execution of a first 
application program [signal processing modules 48; col. 4, lines 57 - 67 of Doughty], 

call processing between the two exchanges during execution of a second 
application program [call processor 49 includes a call processing application that 
provides various call processing and signaling functions, such as call origination and 
termination functions, as well as location updating and handover of mobile subscribers; 
col. 6, lines 27 - 39 and col. 8, lines 50 - 61 of Doughty], 
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transferring signaling data, generated during signaling, at a message interface to 
the second application program [Each signaling interface module may controllably 
receive signaling data from and transfer signaling data to the transmission link 26; col. 
1 1 , lines 15 - 29 of Doughty] by using an operating system [switching module 42 runs a 
suitable operating system such as pSOS+; col. 4, lines 38 - 49 of Doughty] for 
controlling the flow of the application programs [col. 8, lines 37 - 49 of Doughty], 

transferring call data, generated during call processing at the message interface 
to the first application program using operating system [the call processor system 49 
configures the switching module 42, the telephony support module 44, the interface 
modules 46, and the signal processing modules 48 to process the call data; col, 7. lines 
35 - 45 of Doughty], and 

the exchange between the first and second application programs occurs by 
means of a connection program [UPC 100 is comprised of four major software 
architectural elements-a Protocol Conversion Engine 300; col. 7, lines 20 - 32 of 
Volftsun], such that one of the application programs [Protocol Conversion Engine 300 
and the individual I/O Channel Controllers 312 that provide communication with the 
interconnected Network Nodes, Customer Premises Equipment, and/or External 
Applications; col. 7, line 56 - col. 8, line 1 1 of Volftsun] cooperates with the other 
application program to provide various protocols [Protocol Adapters 510, 512, 514, 516 
and 518, each of which supports a unique protocol or protocol family; col, 10, lines 1 - 
29 of Volftsun] of one or both of the application programs [col. 8, lines 1 1 - 48 of 
Volftsun]. 
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8. As to claim 3, Doughty teaches the generated signaling data or the call data 
contain messages with a prescribed structure [col. 9, lines 7 - 25]. 

9. As to claim 4, Doughty teaches the messages contain receiver identifier, or an 
address reference on a data block with data to be transmitted, or a message identifier 
for distinguishing the different messages, or a message type identifier for identifying the 
type of message, or data on the application program generating the message [col. 9, 
lines 7-25]. 

10. As to claim 5, Doughty teaches the signaling data and/or the call data contain a 
data block, and wherein, in addition to data to be transmitted, the data block preferably 
contains further data with the aid of which the data block can be assigned to one more 
application programs [transmit appropriate signaling and control data; col. 4, lines 21 - 
34]. 

11. As to claim 6, Doughty teaches two first application programs are used for 
signaling with the aid of different protocols [col. 9, lines 24 - 35], and wherein the first 
application programs exchange at least one of signaling data and call data with second 
application programs via common or a plurality of interfaces, and wherein the same 
command sequence is executed during processing of the second application programs 
[signaling interface modules 52; col. 6, line 63 - col. 7. line 8]. 
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12. As to claim 7, Doughty teaches two second application programs with identical 
different command sequences are used, wherein the application program exchanges 
signaling data and/or call data with the second application programs via a common or a 
plurality of message interfaces, and wherein the same command sequence preferably 
used in the case of second application programs with identical command sequences 
[signaling interface modules 52; col. 6, line 63 - col. 7, line 8]. 

13. As to claim 8, Doughty as modified by Volftsun teaches a terminal [terminals 54; 
col. 7, lines 7 - 17 of Doughty] for an exchange [telecommunications switch 12; col. 7, 
lines 7 - 17 of Doughty], comprising: 

at least one subscriber line for connecting a first subscriber [col. 3, lines 46 - 64 
of Doughty]; 

at least one further connection for setting up a transmission channel to a second 
subscriber [col. 8, lines 3-11 of Doughty]; 

application programs for executing switching operations, to which signaling at the 
subscriber line and method steps for call processing belong [switching module 42; col. 
4. lines 38-49 of Doughty], wherein signaling data generated during signaling is used 
when processing a call, or call data generated during call processing is used when 
signaling [call processor 49 includes a call processing application that provides various 
call processing and signaling functions, such as call origination and termination 



Application/Control Number: 09/762,472 Page 9 

Art Unit: 2194 

functions, as well as location updating and handover of mobile subscribers; col. 6, lines 
27 - 39 and col. 8. lines 50 - 61 of Doughty]; and 

an operating system controlling the flow of the application programs [switching 
module 42 runs a suitable operating system such as pSOS+; col. 4, lines 38 - 49 of 
Doughty], wherein at least one of the signaling data and the call data are transferred to 
at least one message interface using the operating system [Under control of the 
operating system, the protocol converter 100 executes originating and terminating state 
machines that are constructed based upon definitions prepared in a protocol definition 
language or Message Definition Language; col. 34, lines 30 - 49 of Volftsun]. 

14. As to claim 9, Doughty as modified by Volftsun teaches the terminal unit 
[terminals 54; col. 7, lines 7 - 17 of Doughty] for an exchange [telecommunications 
switch 12; col. 7, lines 7 - 17 of Doughty], comprising: 

at least one connection for connecting a further exchange [col. 35, lines 28 - 40 
of Volftsun]; 

application programs for executing switching operations [switching module 42; 
col. 4, lines 38-49 of Doughty], to which signaling at the connection and method steps 
for call processing belong, wherein signaling data generated during signaling is used 
when processing a call, or call data generated during call processing is used when 
signaling [call processor 49 includes a call processing application that provides various 
call processing and signaling functions, such as call origination and termination 
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functions, as well as location updating and handover of mobile subscribers; col. 6, lines 
27 " 39 and col. 8. lines 50 - 61 of Doughty]; and 

an operating system controlling the flow of the application programs [switching 
module 42 runs a suitable operating system such as pSOS+; col. 4. lines 38 - 49 of 
Doughty], wherein at least one of the signaling data the call data are transferred to at 
least one message interface using the operating system [Under control of the operating 
system, the protocol converter 100 executes originating and terminating state machines 
that are constructed based upon definitions prepared in a protocol definition language or 
Message Definition Language; col. 34, lines 30-49 of Volftsun]. 

15. As to claim 10, Doughty teaches signaling is executed by a first application 
program [signal processing modules 48; col. 4, lines 57 - 67], and wherein call 
processing is executed by a second application program [call processor 49 includes a 
call processing application that provides various call processing and signaling functions, 
such as call origination and termination functions, as well as location updating and 
handover of mobile subscribers; col. 6, lines 27 - 39 and col. 8, lines 50 - 61], 

16. As to claim 1 1 . Doughty as modified by Volftsun teaches an exchange 
[telecommunications switch 12; coL 7, lines 7 - 17 of Doughty] comprising a terminal 
unit [terminals 54; coL 7. lines 7 - 17 of Doughty] having at least one subscriber line for 
connecting a first subscriber [col. 8, lines 3-11 of Doughty]; 
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at least one further connection for setting up a transmission channel to a second 
subscriber [transmission channels; col. 7, lines 52 - 64 of Doughty]; 

application programs for executing switching operations [switching module 42; 
col. 4. lines 38 - 49 of Doughty], to which signaling at the subscriber line and methods 
steps for call processing belong, wherein signaling data generated during signaling is 
used when processing a call, or call data generated during call processing is used when 
signaling [call processor 49 includes a call processing application that provides various 
call processing and signaling functions, such as call origination and termination 
functions, as well as location updating and handover of mobile subscribers; col. 6, lines 
27 - 39 and col. 8, lines 50 - 61 of Doughty]; and 

an operating system controlling the flow of the application programs [switching 
module 42 runs a suitable operating system such as pSOS+; col. 4, lines 38 - 49 of 
Doughty], wherein at least one of the signaling data and the call data are transferred to 
one message interface using the operating system [Under control of the operating 
system, the protocol converter 100 executes originating and terminating state machines 
that are constructed based upon definitions prepared in a protocol definition language or 
Message Definition Language; col. 34, lines 30-49 of Volftsun]. 

Conclusion 

17. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 
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U.S. Patent No. 61 1 1893 discloses a scalable, programmable software based 
application run on a programmed general-purpose digital computer is used for 
interconnecting a plurality of heterogeneous network nodes. 

U.S. Patent No. 5815505 discloses communications devices using either analog 
modems, ISDN terminal adapters, or xDSL communicating via the common public 
telephone network using different types of telephone services. 

18. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 
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19. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Li B. Zhen whose telephone number is (571) 272-3768. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon - Fri, 8:30am - 5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, William Thomson can be reached on 571-272-3718. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status infomiation for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more infomiation about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Li B. Zhen 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2194 

LBZ 




